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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 3259 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, SO, UR 

SUB J : ETHIOPIAN MEDIA OPENLY ATTACK GSDR, SIAD BARRE 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 3117 (NOTAL), B. ADDIS ABABA 3092 (NOTAL), 

C. MOGADISCIO 0788 (NOTAL), D. ADDIS ABABA 3002 (NOTAL), 

E. CAIRO 8566 

SUMMARY: MAY 24 ETHIOPIAN HERALD EDITORIAL OPENLY ATTACKED 
GSDR AND PRESIDENT SIAD BARRE, UNLIKE RELATIVELY 
RESTRAINED MAY 18 GOVT STATEMENT (REFTEL A), EDITORIAL 
PULLED NO PUNCHES. GSDR ACCUSED OF INFILTRATING 
TERRORISTS INTO OGADEN, ADVOCATING SECESSION OF ERITREA, 
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ATTEMPTING TO PROVOKE WAR OVER DJIBOUTI, AND JOINING 
REACTIONARY CONSPIRACY TO OVERTHROW ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION. 

AS INDICATED REF B, EPMG SHIFT FROM POLICY OF 
RESTRAINT VIS-A-VIS GSDR CLEAR INDICATION THAT 
TRADITIONAL NATIONALIST HOSTILITY BETWEEN ETHIOPIAN AND 
SOMALIA, RATHER THAN SOCIALIST SOLIDARITY, DICTATES 
POLICY IN THIS PART OF WORLD. SOMALI-INSPIRED ACTIVI- 
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TIES IN OGADEN MAY BE STEPPED UP IN NEAR FUTURE, AND 
SUBSTANTIAL PART OF EPMG MILITIA ARMY NOW IN TRAINING 
LIKELY TO BE SENT TO ETHIOPIA'S ETHNIC SOMALI AREAS. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . MAY 24 ETHIOPIAN HERALD EDITORIAL STATED SELF- 
PROFESSED PROGRESSIVE SIAD BARRE HAD JUMPED ON 
BANDWAGON OF ANTI-ETHIOPIAN FORCES ATTEMPTINT TO 
DISMEMBER ETHIOPIA AND SUBVERT REVOLUTION. IN OBVIOUS 
REFERENCE TO SIAD'S AHRAM INTERVIEW (CAIRO 8566), 

ARTICLE STATED SIAD HAD BEEN USING WESTERN MEDIA AND 
CONSERVATIVE ARABS TO DISSEMINATE STATEMENTS SUPPORTING 
ENEMIES OF ETHIOPIAN REVOLUTION. ARTICLE NOTED SIAD 

HAD EMPHASIZED GSDR CLAIMS TO OGADEN WHERE GSDR HAD BEEN 
ACTIVELY INFILTRATING TERRORISTS. GSDR ALSO ACTIVELY 
ATTEMPTING ENLIST SUPPORT OF "30 COUNTRIES" IN CAMPAIGN 
TO ACHIEVE SEPARATION OF ERITREA (WE ASSUME MEDIA 
REFERRING TO ISLAMIC SUMMIT AS WELL AS TO SIAD'S RECENT 
STATEMENT SUPPORTING ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE). EDITORIAL 
NOTED SIAD'S RECENT STATEMENT THAT GSDR WOULD GO TO WAR 
IF DJIBOUT THREATENED AND STATED THAT GSDR LOOKING FOR 
EXCUSE TO PROVOKE WAR WITH EPMG IN ORDER ANNEX DJIBOUTI. 
ARTICLE SIMILARLY STATED ETHIOPIA CONCERNED ABOUT 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WHICH SUGGEST SOMALIA BENT ON 
STARTING MAJOR CONFLICT IN THE HORN. 

2. WASHINGTON POST CORRESPONDENT OTTAWAY TELEPHONED 
EMBOFF FROM ABROAD MAY 23 AND STATED HE HAD BEEN GRANTED 
INTERVIEW WITH WESTERN SOMALI LIBERATION FRONT (WSLF). 
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WSLF CLAIMED TO HAVE 4,00-7,000 INSURGENTS IN 
FIELD AND TO CONTROL 4 OR 5 TOWNS INSIDE ETHIOPIA 
INCLUDING EL KERE AND IMI. SPOKESMAN ADMITTED 
ETHIOPIAN GARRISONS LOCATED JUST OUTSIDE TWO TOWNS 
STILL INTACT, BUT UNDER VIRTUAL SIEGE. SPOKESMAN 
ALSO CLAIMED FRONT RECEIVING ASSISTANCE FROM SAUDIS 
AND EGYPTIANS. OTTAWAY CAME AWAY WITH CLEAR IMPRESSION 
WSLF INTENDED STEP UP ITS ACTIVITIES IN NEAR FUTURE 
BEFORE SOVIET MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO EPMG COULD BECOME 
EFFECTIVE. OTTAWAY EXPECTS POST WILL PUBLISH ARTICLE 
ON WSLF IN NEAR FUTURE AND EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING COPY. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE EMBASSY IS UNAWARE OF GSDR'S 
INTENTIONS, FACT REMAINS THAT IF GSDR WISHES TO MAKE 
MOVE TO ANNEXT DJIBOUT AND/OR OGADEN, TIME IS 
PROPITIOUS FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: (A) EPMG SETBACKS 
IN ERITREA HAVE BEEN SERIOUS, AND EPMG CANNOT DIVERT 
FORCES FROM ERITREA WITHOUT ENDANGERING ITS POSITION 
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THERE, (B) EPMG IN NO POSITION TO FIGHT TWO-FRONT WAR, 

(C) IT WILL TAKE EPMG TIME EFFECTIVELY TO INTEGRATE 
NEW SOVIET MATERIAL INTO ITS COMBAT UNITS AND TO EPLOY 
MILITIA FORCES NOW IN TRAINING, (D) EPMG ACTIONS OVER 
PAST YEAR (FAILURE OBSERVE DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY, AFRICAN 
DISLIKE OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN ADDIS WHICH AFFECTS 
OAU, KILLING OF TEFERI BANTE, ETC.), HAVE WEAKENED 
AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT FOR EPMG; AND (E) EXTENT 
OF INSURGENT CONTROL OVER OGADEN HAS BEEN STEADILY 
INCREASING FOR PAST SIX MONTHS. WHILE IT NOW LTF.KI.Y 
EPMG WILL DEPLOY SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF MILITIA 
PRESENTLY IN TRAINING TO PROVINCES BORDERING SOMALIA, 
THEIR EFFECTIVENESS OTHER THAN AS GARRISON TROOPS 
QUESTIONABLE IN OGADEN ENVIRONMENT. 

4. SOME LOW-LEVEL COORDINATION PROBABLY EXISTS 
BETWEEN ERITREAN SECESSIONISTS AND GSDR, AND 
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ETHIOPIANS CLEARLY BELIEVE GSDR ATTEMPTINT PROVOKE 
EPMG INTO TWO-FRONT WAR. IN ANY CASE, COMMUNIST 
THIRD COUNTRY INITIATIVE FOR ETHIO-SOMALI DETENTE 
IN THE HORN WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE LITTLE PROSPECT FOR 
SUCCESS. WOULD APPRECIATE MOGADISCIO COMMENTS. 
TIENKEN 
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